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FRAWZBLAU TO HEAD LUWG DISEASE STUDY: A l a r g e - s c a l e , m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n i n t o the mechanisms of various kinds of lung disease w i l l be c a r r i e d out under 
a $ 3 . 5 - n i i l l i o n grant r e c e n t l y awarded t o BUSM. The award i s the second l a r g e s t 
c u r r e n t l y held by BUSM, the l a r g e s t being the $ U . 5 - n i i l l i o n SCOR hypertension grant 
awarded a year ago. 
Carl Franzblau, Ph.D., a professor of biochemistry, i s p r i n c i p a l i n v e s t i g a t o r 
under the f i v e - y e a r National Heart, Lung and Blood I n s t i t u t e g r a n t , and Gordon L. 
Snider, M.D., a professor of medicine, i s c o - p r i n c i p a l i n v e s t i g a t o r . The depart-
ments of Biochemistry, Pathology, Medicine, Surgery and Pharmacology, as w e l l as 
the Department of Biology on the Charles River campus, w i l l a l l be s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
involved i n the program p r o j e c t . 
The broadly-based study, e n t i t l e d "The Response of the Lung t o I n j u r y , " w i l l 
focus on the pathogenesis of emphysema and i n t e r s t i t i a l lung disease, but w i l l 
also explore the response of the lung t o f o r e i g n substances, such as asbestos. 
I n a d d i t i o n , the growth and development o f the l u n g , and i t s response t o pneumo-
nectomy, w i l l be i n v e s t i g a t e d . These phenomena w i l l be studied bioche m i c a l l y ,, 
p h y s i o l o g i c a l l y , pharmacologically and u l t r a s t r u c t u r a l l y . Work on the study w i l l 
be done not only at BUSM,but also on the Charles River campus, at the Boston VA 
Ho s p i t a l , a t the Evans Memorial Department o f C l i n i c a l Research at U n i v e r s i t y 
H o s p i t a l , and at the Thorndike Laboratory and the M a l l o r y I n s t i t u t e o f Pathology 
of Boston C i t y H o s p i t a l . 
SEX HORMONES LINKED TO BIRTH DEFECTS; O l l i P. Heinonen, M.D., Dennis Slone, M.D., 
and Samuel Shapiro, M.B., F.R.C.P., a l l associate professors of medicine and 
researchers at the BUMC Drug Epidemiology U n i t , reported i n the Jan. 13 New 
England Journal of Medicine t h a t women who take female sex hormones w h i l e pregnant 
have twice as much chance of bearing a baby w i t h a heart abnormality as women who 
do not. 
Studying more than 50,000 pregnant women between 1958 and 1965, the researchers 
determined t h a t among 1,0^2 women i n the study who took hormones during the f i r s t 
f our months o f pregnancy, there were 19 c h i l d r e n born w i t h heart d e f e c t s — l 8 . 2 
per 1,000 b i r t h s . This compares w i t h a 7.8 per 1,000 cardiovascular abnormality 
r a t e among ^^9,2^0 c h i l d r e n not exposed t o the hormones. 
I n a d d i t i o n , s i x c h i l d r e n w i t h heart defects were born t o a subgroup of 278 
women who used b i r t h - c o n t r o l p i l l s during e a r l y pregnancy—a r a t e of 21.5 per 
1,000. The f i n d i n g s support previous data t h a t l i n k p r e n a t a l exposure t o b i r t h -
c o n t r o l p i l l s w i t h various b i r t h defects. The women i n the Drug Epidemiology 
Unit study and e a r l i e r ones, however, took the older type o f o r a l contraceptives 
which contained much higher amounts o f progesterone and estrogen than p i l l s i n 
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use today. The Drug Epidemiology Unit study d i d not examine the e f f e c t s t h a t 
current o r a l contraceptives have on p r e n a t a l development. 
E v i d e n t l y , some women who took the older type o f o r a l contraceptives were 
unaware t h a t they were pregnant. Also, a decade ago, physicians more widely used 
progesterone and estrogen t o t e s t f o r pregnancy or t o f o r e s t a l l miscarriage. 
Subsequently, the hormones were found t o have l i t t l e value i n p r o t e c t i n g the 
pregnancy, and the s y n t h e t i c estrogen DES has been l i n k e d d i r e c t l y t o v a g i n a l 
cancer during adolescence i n the daughters o f some women who used the drug. 
News s t o r i e s about the NEJM a r t i c l e appeared on the f r o n t pages o f the New 
York Times and the Wall Street J o u r n a l , as w e l l as i n the Boston d a i l i e s , and the 
st o r y was widely reported on r a d i o and TV. 
The Drug Epidemiology U n i t d i r e c t e d by Slone and Shapiro i s l o c a t e d a t 
10 Moulton St. i n Cambridge. 
7 STUDENTS PICKED FOR STATE SUBSIDY: Seven f i r s t - y e a r students who are Massachusetts 
residents were selected by l o t t e r y Dec. 7 from among 9 q u a l i f i e d a p p l i c a n t s t o 
receive a new s t a t e subsidy t h a t w i l l a l l o w them t o pay only $2,000 i n t u i t i o n t h i s 
year. Selected at random by James Morgan, student member o f the Loans and Scholar-
ships Committee, were the names of P a t r i c i a A. DeFusco, Michael A. Husson, Norman 
A. Kornwitz, Mary Ann Oberdorf, Vernon K. Sondak, and two others who p r e f e r r e d t h a t 
t h e i r names not be released. 
Nine o f the 23 f i r s t - y e a r students who ap p l i e d f o r the subsidy were found t o be 
q u a l i f i e d on the basis o f c e r t i f i a b l e residency, i n d i v i d u a l m e r i t , and a demonstrated 
f i n a n c i a l need o f at l e a s t $3,300 i n the academic year 1976-77- ' ' ' 
Under terms o f a con t r a c t between BUSM and the New England Board o f Higher 
Education, the Commonwealth agreed t o subsidize the cost o f educating seven f i r s t -
year students who are Massachusetts r e s i d e n t s . The contract makes possible a 
t u i t i o n r e d u c t i o n f o r p a r t i c i p a t i n g . s t u d e n t s o f $3,300, and allows the School t o 
recover the approximate net cost o f educating these students. 
The seven students had t o agree t o serve i n a medical capacity w i t h i n the s t a t e 
f o r a pe r i o d o f s i x months f o r every one year o f s t a t e support received. I t i s 
expected t h a t support f o r the seven selected students w i l l continue f o r the next 
three years. 
MEDICAL BIOCHEMISTRY SECTION FORMED: A new interdepartmental s e c t i o n o f medical 
biochemistry, w i t h Carl Franzblau, Ph.D., as c h i e f , has been esta b l i s h e d at BUSM, 
and i s probably the f i r s t o f i t s k i n d anywhere i n the country, according t o Dean 
Sandson. The new secti o n was formed " i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f Dr. Franzblau's very 
extensive and important research c o l l a b o r a t i o n s w i t h members o f the c l i n i c a l 
departments, and t o provide a s t r u c t u r e t o f o s t e r these important i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y 
research programs," Sandson sai d i n an announcement d i s t r i b u t e d t o f a c u l t y . 
Franzblau, a professor o f biochemistry, i s involved i n several l a r g e research 
grants i n v o l v i n g members of the D i v i s i o n o f Medicine. They include the r e c e n t l y 
announced $ 3 . 5 - m i l l i o n study t i t l e d "The Response o f the Lung t o I n j u r y " (see 
s t o r y above), o f which he i s p r i n c i p a l i n v e s t i g a t o r ; a $ 3 - m i l l i o n a t h e r o s c l e r o s i s 
study, on which he i s c o - p r i n c i p a l i n v e s t i g a t o r w i t h W i l l i a m Hollander, M.D.; 
the $i^. 5 - i n i l l i o n SCOR hypertension g r a n t ; and a major Gerontology Center grant. ' 
Sandson described the new interdepartmental s e c t i o n as a mechanism f o r 
b r i n g i n g basic research and c l i n i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n c l oser together. The new 
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section w i l l have teaching r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n the Department o f Biochemistry 
and the D i v i s i o n s of Medicine and Surgery, and i s expected t o play an e s p e c i a l l y 
important r o l e i n undergraduate education i n b i o l o g y and chemistry, Sandson said. 
CHALLENGE CAIvIPAIGN REACHES GOAL; The BUSM f a c u l t y has r i s e n t o the "Challenge" by 
the School's Alimini A s sociation t o r a i s e $100,000 f o r the Student Revolving Loan 
Fund. "We are going t o go over the t o p , " Dean Sandson t o l d a Jan. 12 f a c u l t y 
meeting. The Alumni O f f i c e said more than $98,000 had been r a i s e d by Jan. 1 , 
and "we're s t i l l counting." 
Among the alumni g i f t s was a $25,000 check from Marvin Bacaner, M.D., Class 
of 1953, who i s a professor o f physiology at the U n i v e r s i t y of Minnesota. Bacaner 
has a p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t i n the basic sciences, and said he was e s t a b l i s h i n g the 
Jacob and Minnie Bacaner Student Fund t o help insure the continued excellence 
of the basic science departments a t BUSM. 
The Alumni Association had voted t o match a l l f a c u l t y c o n t r i b u t i o n s up t o 
$100,000. Funds r a i s e d by the BUSM f a c u l t y and alumni w i l l provide loan funds 
f o r students at more favorable i n t e r e s t r a t e s than are c u r r e n t l y a v a i l a b l e . 
POCHI REPLACES ROSE AS HUMAN SUBJECTS HEAD; Robert M. Rose, M.D., a professor o f 
ps y c h i a t r y , has resigned as chairman o f the Medical Center's I n s t i t u t i o n a l Review 
Board (the Committee t o Review A p p l i c a t i o n s f o r Experimental Research I n v o l v i n g 
Human Subjects), a f t e r having l e d the committee f o r more than t h r e e years. He 
has been replaced as chairman by Peter E. Pochi, M.D., a professor o f dermatology, 
who has served on the Human Subjects Committee since 1972. 
Explaining h i s decision t o r e s i g n . Rose said t h a t , a f t e r more than three 
years, " i t i s time f o r me t o move out and on." He said goodbye t o the committee 
at i t s Jan. l 8 meeting before t u r n i n g the chairmanship over t o Pochi. Beginning 
i n February, the group w i l l meet on the t h i r d Thursday o f each month instead o f 
the t h i r d Tuesday, and w i l l g e n e r a l l y hold i t s meetings i n the BUMC d i r e c t o r ' s 
conference room (P - 2 0 3 ) . Susan Z o e l l e r continues as committee c o o r d i n a t o r , but 
w i l l move her o f f i c e from P-6 t o Medical Center headquarters i n P-203 on Feb. 1 . 
Her new extension number there i s 5572. 
DONORS SWAMP DRIVE, DONATE 91 PINTS; Ninety-one p i n t s o f blood were c o l l e c t e d , 
and student volunteers and Red Cross personnel were swamped w i t h more blood donors 
than they could handle, at a blood d r i v e organized by two f i r s t - y e a r students i n 
Hiebert Lounge Jan. 19. 
An " o f f i c i a l " t o t a l o f 108 volunteers r e g i s t e r e d during the six-hour d r i v e , 
but student organizers reported t h a t dozens more would-be donors showed up, waited, 
and had t o leave before t h e i r t u r n came t o donate. (Seventeen o f the 108 were 
turned down f o r various minor p h y s i c a l reasons, such as being underweight, or 
having low blood pressure or an above-normal temperature.) 
The f i r s t blood d r i v e aimed s p e c i f i c a l l y at BUSM students, f a c u l t y and s t a f f 
was organized by J e r r y Wortzman and Daniel Levy, both Class o f I 9 8 O , i n response 
t o the area's c r i t i c a l blood shortage. "We knew t h a t l o t s o f people here wanted 
to give blood, but i t took too much time and t r o u b l e t o go outside someplace t o 
do i t , " Wortzman said. " I t ' s easier t o give r i g h t here a t school." 
I n a d d i t i o n t o the 95 persons who p r e r e g i s t e r e d f o r the d r i v e , t h e r e was a l a r g e 
number of wa l k - i n v o l u n t e e r s . " I f we had known there would be so many walk-ins. 
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we would have planned f o r them, and would have "been able t o handle more donors," 
Wortzman said. 
Encouraged by the e n t h u s i a s t i c t u r n o u t , Wortzman said he and Levy are considering 
organizing a second BUSM blood d r i v e t o be held i n the s p r i n g . "But next time we 
would i n v o l v e more people i n the planning," he said. " I t was a l o t of work." 
NUTRITION GETS OWN TIME BLOCK IN B.O.D.: I n a major curriculum change t h a t emphasizes 
BUSM's leadership r o l e i n the area o f n u t r i t i o n education, n u t r i t i o n i s now being 
taught t o second-year students i n i t s own separate block i n the Biology of Disease 
course. Before t h i s year, n u t r i t i o n was taught as p a r t o f various other blocks i n 
the Biology o f Disease. 
Joseph J. V i t a l e , M.D., a professor o f pathology and community medicine 
( n u t r i t i o n ) , t o l d News & Notes t h a t BUSM i s one o f only t h r e e or four medical 
schools i n the country w i t h a r e q u i r e d n u t r i t i o n course, and devotes more time 
t o the subject than almost any other school. V i t a l e came t o BUSM i n 1973 t o help 
develop a n u t r i t i o n c u r r i c u l u m here, a t a time when there was a growing sentiment 
i n the p u b l i c a t l a r g e and e s p e c i a l l y among medical students t h a t greater emphasis 
should be placed on n u t r i t i o n education i n medical schools. 
Besides the two-and-half-day block i n Biology o f Disease, BUSM students also 
receive nine hours o f n u t r i t i o n i n s t r u c t i o n i n the freshman year's endocrinology 
and n u t r i t i o n block, and s i x a d d i t i o n a l hours i n the second-year Pathology course. 
PROPOSED GRANT WOULD ENRICH PRIMARY-CARE TEACHING; Students would have the 
o p p o r t u n i t y f o r increased exposure t o primary-care t r a i n i n g and c l i n i c a l experience 
i n t h e i r t h i r d year, before having t o make a decision about the area o f t h e i r 
i n t e r n s h i p , under a r e c e n t l y submitted School of Medicine proposal t o DHEW f o r a 
$170,000 s p e c i a l p r o j e c t s grant i n medical education. 
I f funded, the p r o j e c t would e n r i c h the primary-care c u r r i c u l u m t o a l l o w 
approximately 35 i n t e r e s t e d students t o be released one-half day per week from 
each of t h e i r c l e r k s h i p s f o r primary-care t r a i n i n g and experience at e i t h e r the 
Boston C i t y H o s p i t a l primary-care c l i n i c , the UH Home Medical Service, or the 
Harvard Street Neighborhood Health Center. 
Since most students begin applying f o r i n t e r n s h i p s i n September o f t h e i r 
f o u r t h year, they must have had most of the educational experiences on which t o 
base t h e i r choice by the end o f t h e i r t h i r d year. At present, however, students 
have no r e a l exposure t o primary-care t r a i n i n g u n t i l t h e i r f o u r t h year, when most 
of them have already made an i n t e r n s h i p choice. 
VITALE BACK FROM AFRICA TRIP: Joseph J. V i t a l e , M.D., (see s t o r y above) returned 
Dec. 17 from a four-week t r i p through A f r i c a as a member o f a Boston U n i v e r s i t y 
c o n s u l t i n g team f o r the SHDS (Strengthening Health D e l i v e r y Systems) p r o j e c t 
d i r e c t e d by David M. French, M.D., a professor o f community medicine, and 
i n v o l v i n g 20 c o u n t r i e s i n Central and West A f r i c a . The team consulted w i t h h e a l t h 
m i n i s t r i e s i n Chad, N i g e r i a , Cameroons, Togo, the I v o r y Coast, and L i b e r i a on ways 
t o improve the d e l i v e r y of low-cost h e a l t h care t o the people o f those c o u n t r i e s . 
HOLIDAY PARTY WINS RAVES: The Holiday Party Committee i s s t i l l c o l l e c t i n g compliments 
f o r t h e i r success i n planning the b i g g e s t , n o i s i e s t , and, by a l l accounts, best 
BUMC ho l i d a y p a r t y i n recent memory. An estimated 2,000 t o 3,000 people attended the 
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f e s t i v i t i e s i n Hiebert Lounge Dec. 2 1 , d r i n k i n g punch, dancing t o music played by^ 
a disc jockey, and eati n g heaping p l a t e f u l s o f meat carved from huge rounds o f 
roast beef by departmental heads dressed i n t a l l chefs' hats and aprons. Members 
of the Holiday Party Committee were the f o l l o w i n g : Howard D- Buzzee, personnel and 
p a y r o l l manager, BU Medical Campus, and John Landers, UH employee r e l a t i o n s d i r e c t o r , 
co-chairmen; Helen Brems, Educational Media Support Center; Tony Cannone, Medical 
Center a d m i n i s t r a t i v e services; Irene Christopher, head l i b r a r i a n ; Cathy Clark, 
development o f f i c e ; Mary Laspada, D i v i s i o n o f Psychiatry; Lisa Morrison, School o f 
Graduate D e n t i s t r y ; B i l l Parks, a s s i s t a n t p l a n t superintendent f o r BU a c t i v i t i e s ; 
and Eddie McCarthy, coordinator of students. 
SANDSON QUESTIONS 'TOO MANY DOCTORS' CLAIM: Dean Sandson t o l d the audience at a 
public-education program on medical schools l a s t month t h a t t h e r e i s "very l i t t l e 
evidence" t o support the contention o f government h e a l t h planners t h a t the 15,000 
physicians being t r a i n e d annually i n t h i s country are s u f f i c i e n t , or even excessive, 
t o meet the country's medical needs. 
"We don't know what may happen ( t o the demand f o r physicians) when n a t i o n a l 
h e a l t h insurance begins, or when the f o r e i g n doctors stop coming," Sandson said. 
Immigration r e s t r i c t i o n s on f o r e i g n physicians have been s i g n i f i c a n t l y t i g h t e n e d under 
pr o v i s i o n s of the new Health Professions Educational Assistance Act o f 1976, 
passed i n October. •'• 
Sandson was one of three f e a t u r e d speakers at the f r e e p u b l i c program i n 
Keefer Auditorium Dec. 6, sponsored by the Health Planning Council f o r Greater 
Boston. The c o u n c i l i s the o f f i c i a l Health Systems Agency f o r 65 area communities. 
The program, which included a question-and-answer and discussion p e r i o d , was 
designed t o inform the p u b l i c about the r o l e o f the medical school i n the h e a l t h -
care system. 
Describing the education o f primary-care physicians as one of h i s p r i n c i p a l 
o b j e c t i v e s at BUSM, Sandson c i t e d what he c a l l e d the "Catch-22 o f primary-care 
e d u c a t i o n " — t h e f a c t t h a t "there are h a r d l y any good c l i n i c a l s i t e s where you can 
t r a i n primary-care doctors." He said neighborhood h e a l t h centers are among the 
best places i n Boston f o r such t r a i n i n g , but t h a t these centers cannot e a s i l y 
a f f o r d the expense involved i n t r a i n i n g students. 
GRAVE ROBBERS TO BE SUBJECT OF TALK: The "sack-'em-up men," who provided human 
subjects f o r medical anatomy c l a s s e s — a n d thereby even provoked r i o t s — i n the days 
before l e g a l means f o r supplying cadavers t o medical schools had been es t a b l i s h e d , 
w i l l be the subject o f a t a l k a t the School o f Medicine on Thursday, Feb. 3, at 
6 p.m. 
Harry Goldsmith, M.D., Gross professor o f surgery and chairman o f the Depart-
ment of Surgery, J e f f e r s o n Medical College, P h i l a d e l p h i a , w i l l speak on "The 
R e s u r r e c t i o n i s t s " a t the next meeting o f the Benjamin Waterhouse Medical H i s t o r y 
Society i n Room 301 of the I n s t r u c t i o n a l B u i l d i n g . Wine and cheese w i l l be 
served beginning a t 5:30. 
The Benjamin Waterhouse Medical H i s t o r y Society, founded i n 195^ by John J. 
Byrne, M.D., d i r e c t o r o f the BUMC Hand Service and d i r e c t o r o f the Student S u r g i c a l 
Teaching Program a t BUMC, i s the oldest a c t i v e s o c i e t y i n Boston committed t o the • 
study o f the profession's h i s t o r i c a l development. A l l BUSM students and f a c u l t y , 
and a l l other i n t e r e s t e d persons regardless o f t h e i r a f f i l i a t i o n s , are welcomed 
as members of the Society. 
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W i l l i a m F. McNary, J r . , Ph.D., associate dean f o r student a f f a i r s , i s president 
of the s o c i e t y , and J. Worth Estes, M.D., an associate professor o f pharmacology 
and an associate professor o f socio-medical sciences (medical history)» i s secretary 
t r e a s u r e r . 
STUDENTS ATTEND HARVARD STREET TALKS; A group o f about a dozen f i r s t - y e a r students 
had an o p p o r t u n i t y r e c e n t l y t o gain new i n s i g h t s i n t o the problems associated w i t h 
t r a i n i n g students i n neighborhood h e a l t h centers when they accompanied Dean Sandson 
and Associate Dean John McCahan t o a n e g o t i a t i n g session at the Harvard Street 
Neighborhood Health Center. Negotiations have n e a r l y been completed on an 
agreement t h a t would a l l o w BUSM students t o receive primary-care t r a i n i n g at the 
Harvard Street center. 
The students, a l l e n r o l l e d i n McCahan's sect i o n o f Human Development, heard 
the Harvard Street medical s t a f f discuss how much i t costs t o t r a i n medical 
students, and the problems of i n s u f f i c i e n t time and space f o r such t r a i n i n g . 
Savvas Saragas, one o f the students present, described the problems a i r e d as 
"minor o b j e c t i o n s " and described the s t a f f as g e n e r a l l y f a v o r i n g a t r a i n i n g 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h BUSM. 
At the present time there are no medical students being t r a i n e d i n any o f the 
30 neighborhood h e a l t h centers i n Boston. 
Tom Ryan was impressed by what he termed the "completely d i f f e r e n t " k i n d o f 
medical care being d e l i v e r e d , as compared w i t h both what he experienced as a 
p a t i e n t i n h i s own suburban youth, and what students are exposed t o at a u n i v e r s i t y 
teaching h o s p i t a l . Describing the care at the center as the "day-to-day r o u t i n e 
of keeping people healthy," Ryan s a i d , "Just being there gave me an experience o f 
a k i n d o f medicine w i t h which most of us are going t o be i n v o l v e d , but t o which 
most of us are never going t o be exposed i n our t r a i n i n g . " 
COMMITTEE REQUESTS SCHOLARSHIP NOMINATIONS; The Loans and Scholarships Committee 
i s asking f a c u l t y members t o nominate M.D. program students they consider 
deserving o f scholarship a i d . Nomination forms, along w i t h a l i s t o f the School's 
15 scholarship funds and a d e s c r i p t i o n o f the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r each, were 
d i s t r i b u t e d t o f a c u l t y members by the O f f i c e o f F i n a n c i a l A id i n mid-January. 
A student may be nominated f o r a s p e c i f i c fund or simply f o r general scholarship 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 
Students selected w i l l receive scholarships, u s u a l l y i n the amount o f $500, 
f o r the cu r r e n t academic year. Nomination forms should be returned t o the 
F i n a n c i a l A i d O f f i c e by Feb. 29, and scholarship awards are expected t o be made 
by mid-March. 
COURT OVERTURNS EDELIN CONVICTION: Nearly two years a f t e r he was convicted o f 
manslaughter i n a landmark a b o r t i o n case, Kenneth C. E d e l i n , M.D., an i n s t r u c t o r 
at BUSM and a s s i s t a n t d i r e c t o r o f o b s t e t r i c s and gynecology at Boston C i t y 
H o s p i t a l (BCH), won v i n d i c a t i o n l a s t month when the Massachusetts Supreme J u d i c i a l 
Court voted unanimously t o o v e r t u r n h i s c o n v i c t i o n . 
The court r u l e d t h a t a physician commits manslaughter only i f he ends the l i f e 
o f a f e t u s t h a t i s c l e a r l y a l i v e outside the mother's body. 
Edelin was found g u i l t y o f manslaughter Feb. 15, 1975, and was l a t e r sentenced 
to a year's p r o b a t i o n , i n connection w i t h the death o f a premature i n f a n t during 
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a l e g a l a b o r t i o n at BCH i n 1973. Execution o f the sentence was delayed pending 
the outcome o f h i s appeal, and Edelin continued t o perform h i s d u t i e s a t BCH, and at 
BUSM and UH. 
The prosecution i n the t r i a l had contended t h a t the f e t u s was a l i v e w h i l e s t i l l 
i n the woman's body and t h a t Edelin k i l l e d a "baby boy" by ho l d i n g i t i n the 
uterus u n t i l i t suffocated f o r l a c k of exygen. 
The c o n v i c t i o n had the e f f e c t of causing many h o s p i t a l s across the country t o 
refuse t o perform abortions a f t e r the f i r s t trim,ester o f pregnancy f o r f e a r of 
prosecution. 
A f t e r the Dec. 17, 1976, court r u l i n g o v e r t u r n i n g h i s c o n v i c t i o n and thus 
f o r m a l l y a c q u i t t i n g him, Edelin was quoted as saying, " I f e e l f a n t a s t i c , overjoyed.. 
I t ' s been extremely d i f f i c u l t over the l a s t two-and-a-half years. Today i s j u s t a 
f a n t a s t i c day." , . - „ 
UNIVERSITY NAMES STONE TO FEDERAL RELATIONS POST: Frederick L. Stone, Ph.D., has 
been appointed the U n i v e r s i t y ' s d i r e c t o r o f f e d e r a l r e l a t i o n s w i t h i n the O f f i c e 
of the Vice President f o r Resources. Stone's new post i s i n a d d i t i o n t o h i s 
current r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s as associate academic v i c e president f o r h e a l t h a f f a i r s 
of Boston U n i v e r s i t y and deputy d i r e c t o r o f the Medical Center. 
President John R. S i l b e r said t h a t Stone's new mission w i l l be to "enhance 
the development o f the research, t r a i n i n g and educational programs o f the 
U n i v e r s i t y so t h a t we can maximize the use of f e d e r a l funding programs established 
f o r these purposes." 
Vice President f o r Resources Bayley F. Mason explained t h a t Dr. Stone w i l l 
seek t o marshal the U n i v e r s i t y ' s f a c u l t y and programs t o take e a r l y advantage 
of developing program p r i o r i t i e s a t the f e d e r a l l e v e l and t o meet changing f e d e r a l 
funding requirements. 
SULLIVAN TO HEAD NEW MEDICAL SCHOOL: An alumnus and former professor of medicine 
at BUSM w i l l be dean o f the nation's t h i r d black medical school, t o be established 
at Morehouse College a t A t l a n t a U n i v e r s i t y i n the f a l l o f 1978. 
Louis W. S u l l i v a n , M.D., who went t o Morehouse from BUSM t o develop the new 
medical school, made the announcement i n New York C i t y Jan. 17. He said the f i r s t 
class o f 32 students would be admitted t o a two-year course o f study and would then 
be t r a n s f e r r e d t o medical schools a t Howard U n i v e r s i t y , Emory U n i v e r s i t y , the 
Medical College of Georgia, or the Meharry Medical College. 
The school w i l l t r a i n physicians e s p e c i a l l y f o r poor urban and r u r a l American 
communities, as w e l l as f o r t h i r d - w o r l d nations. The two other American medical 
schools administered by blacks are a t Howard and at Meharry. 
I n November, the BUMC Cardiovascular I n s t i t u t e submitted a proposal t o the 
Na t i o n a l Heart, Blood and Lung I n s t i t u t e f o r a grant t h a t would b r i n g f a c u l t y 
and graduate students from Morehouse College t o BUSM f o r t r a i n i n g i n the f i e l d o f 
hypertension research. 
SANDSON, ALBERT PARTICIPATE IN PRIMARY CARE SEMINAR: Dean John I . Sandson and 
Joel J. A l p e r t , M.D., professor and chairman of p e d i a t r i c s , were among 12 outside 
p a r t i c i p a n t s i n a day-long seminar conducted i n Washington f o r the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
l e a d e r s h i p o f the Health Resources A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the Department o f Health, 
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Education, and Welfare. The seminar, one of a series o f HRA. A d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s 
Seminars organized hy the U n i v e r s i t y ' s Health P o l i c y I n s t i t u t e , examined t i m e l y 
issues concerning the general i n t e r n a l medicine and p e d i a t r i c s modes of primary 
medical care. A l p e r t , who i s c o - d i r e c t o r o f the n a t i o n a l l y known BUSM/BCH 
graduate t r a i n i n g program i n primary-care i n t e r n a l medicine and p e d i a t r i c s , discussed 
primary-care t r a i n i n g from the p o i n t o f view o f the p e d i a t r i c p r o f e s s i o n . Sandson 
focused on the p o t e n t i a l use of neighborhood h e a l t h centers i n undergraduate 
primary-care education. Also, W i l l i a m Taylor, M.D., a res i d e n t i n medicine i n the 
BCH primary-care t r a i n i n g program, presented the issues from the perspective o f a 
primary-care t r a i n e e . Richard H. Egdahl, M.D., Ph.D., d i r e c t o r o f the Health 
P o l i c y I n s t i t u t e and academic v i c e president f o r h e a l t h a f f a i r s o f the U n i v e r s i t y , 
moderated the seminar, which was scheduled t o a i d HRA Bureau o f Health Manpower 
policymakers i n w r i t i n g r e g u l a t i o n s t o implement the Health Professions Educational 
Assistance Act of 1976. 
DRUG INDUSTRY CRITICS CONFRONT LILLY REPS: C r i t i c s o f the drug i n d u s t r y and 
repre s e n t a t i v e s of the E. L i l l y Co. confronted each other on the stage o f Bakst 
Auditorium l a s t month before a capacity student audience i n an educational forum 
on "The Drug I n d u s t r y and Health Care" sponsored by SCOMSA. Norman A. Scotch, 
Ph.D., chairman of the Department o f Socio-Medical Sciences and Community 
Medicine, served as moderator f o r the Dec. 8 event. 
Among the issues discussed were the a l l e g e d domination of the pharmaceutical 
i n d u s t r y by a few l a r g e f i r m s , the apparent l a r g e d i f f e r e n c e s i n p r i c e f o r the 
same drug, the generic vs. brand-name drugs controversy, the r o l e of a d v e r t i s i n g 
i n the education of physicians and other medical p r o f e s s i o n a l s , and the extensive 
sales promotion engaged i n by pharmaceutical f i r m s and i t s r e l a t i o n t o the p r i c e 
of drugs. 
Representing the L i l l y Co. were Dr. J. R. V i r t s , corporate s t a f f economist; 
Dr. R. H. Furman, v i c e president of L i l l y Research Laboratories; and W. D. Cairns, 
executive d i r e c t o r of marketing a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Representing c r i t i c s o f the 
i n d u s t r y were Samuel Baker, member of the Union f o r Radical P o l i t i c a l Economics 
and a l e c t u r e r i n economics a t Brandeis U n i v e r s i t y ; Dr. David Duhne, a p r a c t i c i n g 
i n t e r n i s t and i n s t r u c t o r o f pharmacology a t Harvard, representing the Medical 
Committee f o r Human Rights; and Benjamin Gordon, a s t a f f economist f o r the U.S. 
Senate Small Business Committee. 
BUSM STUDENTS URGES COMPUTER EDUCATION: Medical and premedical students should 
receive more education i n the use of computers t o prepare them f o r a world i n 
which computers are i n c r e a s i n g l y used f o r a wide v a r i e t y o f medical tasks, 
according t o Vernon K. Sondak, f i r s t - y e a r student. 
Sondak, 19, and a Six-Year Program student, i s the son of Norman E. Sondak, 
head of the computer science department a t Worcester Polytechnic I n s t i t u t e and a 
research professor at the UMass Medical School. He presented a paper co-authored 
w i t h h i s f a t h e r t o an annual conference o f the Society f o r Computers i n Medicine 
at the Sheraton-Boston Hotel l a s t month. 
I n the paper, Sondak pointed out t h a t medical and premedical students receive 
l i t t l e background i n computers, despite t h e i r i n c r e a s i n g use i n diagnosis, treatment, 
record-keeping, and even keeping doctors up-to-date on techniques. Sondak said i n 
an i n t e r v i e w t h a t he recognizes t h a t time c o n s t r a i n t s on medical students might make 
s t r a i g h t computer courses i m p r a c t i c a l , but noted t h a t computers can a i d i n the 
teaching o f such subjects as anatomy. 
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Computers might he the next "boom" i n medicine, Sondak p r e d i c t e d . "Most 
major h o s p i t a l s w i l l have t h e i r own computers by the mid-1980s," he said. "The 
new attache-size computers are r a p i d l y coming w i t h i n the p r i c e range o f the 
p r a c t i c i n g p h y s i c i a n . " 
NEWS & NOTES IN NEW ROLE; With the demise o f Front & Center, the Medical Center 
newspaper, announced e a r l i e r t h i s month. News & Notes assumes r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
i n t e r n a l communications w i t h i n the School of Medicine community. Beginning next 
month. News & Notes w i l l be published monthly, except i n the summer and during 
the w i n t e r h o l i d a y s , when a less frequent p u b l i c a t i o n schedule w i l l be i n e f f e c t . 
Readers are encouraged t o help make t h i s newsletter as t i m e l y and i n f o r m a t i v e as 
possible by n o t i f y i n g the O f f i c e o f I n f o r m a t i o n a l Services o f events and develop-
ments of possible i n t e r e s t t o the School o f Medicine community. C a l l News & Notes 
e d i t o r Lorraine L o v i g l i o at ext. 5606, or w r i t e t o her a t the O f f i c e o f 
In f o r m a t i o n a l Services, P-300. From outside the Medical Center, c a l l 2U7-56o6, 
or w r i t e t o Suite 300, 720 Harrison Ave., Boston 02118. 
BRIEFLY NOTED: U n i v e r s i t y H o s p i t a l presented i t s f i r s t D i s t i n g u i s h e d Service Award 
t o Melvin B. Bradshaw, president of the L i b e r t y Mutual Insurance Companies, i n 
re c o g n i t i o n o f the insurance company's r o l e i n h e l p i n g e s t a b l i s h the New England 
Regional Spinal Cord I n j u r y Center. Presentation o f the award was the h i g h l i g h t 
of the UH annual meeting and dinner a t the Boston Museum of Science on Dec. 13.... 
Sonya Hamlin, w e l l known Boston TV p e r s o n a l i t y and host o f "Sunday Open House" 
on Channel 5» has been appointed an adjunct a s s i s t a n t professor o f socio-medical 
sciences and community medicine (communications)....Anthony M. F i l o s o , M.D., a 
second year r e s i d e n t i n the BUSM Urology T r a i n i n g Program, and Max K. W i l l s c h e r , M.D., 
a recent graduate, w i l l receive the Grayson C a r r o l l F i r s t Place P r i c e f o r Laboratory 
Research i n A p r i l from the American Urology A s s o c i a t i o n . Carl A. Qlsson, M.D., c h i e f 
of urology, notes t h i s honor marks the t h i r d time i n s i x years t h a t BUSM's program 
has copped the top Grayson p r i z e . . . . 
Health care experts from both the p r i v a t e and p u b l i c sectors w i l l provide a 
f u l l day of demonstrations, e x h i b i t s , l e c t u r e s , and f i l m s on the prevention and 
treatment o f domestic and r e c r e a t i o n a l emergency health-care dangers at an 
"Emergency Health Care Expo '77" on Saturday, Feb. 5, from 10 a.m. t o 5 p.m. at 
the Commonwealth Armory i n Boston. Len Jacobs, M.D., an a s s i s t a n t professor o f 
surgery, w i l l be i n charge o f an e x h i b i t i o n e x p l a i n i n g the operation o f the 911 
emergency communications system....John S. Strauss, M.D., a professor o f dermatology, 
was elected t o the li+-member board o f d i r e c t o r s of the American Academy of 
Dermatology....Faculty and s t a f f o f the Medical Center are i n v i t e d t o e n r o l l i n 
a w r i t e r ' s workshop f o r h e a l t h p r o f e s s i o n a l s sponsored by the Continuing Education 
o f f i c e at the BU School o f Nursing. The workshop w i l l run from March 17 t o 19, 
1977. R e g i s t r a t i o n deadline i s March 1 . J. Worth Estes, M.D., an associate pro-
fessor of pharmacology, w i l l serve as a member of the i n s t r u c t i o n a l f a c u l t y . . . . 
The Cancer Research Center has been awarded an i n s t i t u t i o n a l grant from the 
National Chapter of the American Cancer Society t o encourage young i n v e s t i g a t o r s 
to c a r r y out cancer-related research. The primary purpose o f the grant i s t o 
serve as seed money t o permit i n i t i a t i o n o f promising new p r o j e c t s or novel 
ideas. A p p l i c a t i o n s f o r grants should be submitted t o the Cancer Research O f f i c e 
on or before February 1 , 1977 John R. B e n f i e l d , M.D., surgeon-in-chief, has 
announced the appointment o f Donna Katrych as a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a s s i s t a n t . . . . George E. 
G i f f o r d , J r . , M.D., r e c e n t l y gave the f i r s t Richard A. Shyrock memorial l e c t u r e at 
the College o f Physicians o f P h i l a d e l p h i a , and was one of 50 guests i n v i t e d t o a 
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conference on "Trends i n Biomedical Research, 1901-1976," sponsored by the 
Rockefeller Archives Center of Rockefeller U n i v e r s i t y . . . . 6 0 BUSM and Tufts Univer-
s i t y medical students r e c e n t l y donated the stethoscopes they had received from a 
major drug company t o 30 needy h e a l t h c l i n i c s . They decided on t h i s a c t i o n , they 
s a i d , because they wanted t o avoid a c o n f l i c t o f i n t e r e s t . . . . D a n i e l C. Tosteson, 
M.D., of the U n i v e r s i t y of Chicago, was appointed dean of Harvard Medical School 
e f f e c t i v e J u l y 1 , 1977. Tosteson, a p h y s i o l o g i s t and pharmacologist, i s considered 
an expert i n f e d e r a l manpower l e g i s l a t i o n . . . . A p p l i c a t i o n s by medical and dental 
students are now being accepted f o r c l i n i c a l , research, and s t a f f associate 
appointments at the National I n s t i t u t e s of Health, Bethesda, MD. Deadline i s 
February 15, 1 9 7 7 . . . .Dr. Sandy C. Marks, J r . , has been appointed coordinator o f 
anatomical g i f t s f o r BUSM, Harvard Medical School, T u f t s U n i v e r s i t y School o f 
Medicine, and UMass. Medical School. Dr. Marks w i l l be responsible f o r 
c o o r d i n a t i n g donations of bodies w i l l e d t o the four schools and f o r p u b l i c 
education about the r o l e o f the anatomical g i f t program i n medical education. 
The o f f i c e of the coordinator has been moved from Harvard t o UMass. Medical 
School i n Worcester. Telephone: 617/856-2^^58.... 
Beginning next s p r i n g , candidates f o r admission t o medical school w i l l take a 
new Medical College Admission Test (MCAT) designed t o measure t h e i r problem-solving 
a b i l i t y as w e l l as t h e i r s c i e n t i f i c knowledge. The new t e s t was developed, a f t e r 
f i v e years of research, by the Association o f American Medical Colleges. I t i s 
twice as long as the 30-year-old t e s t i t replaces....Robert N. Jordan, a s s i s t a n t 
t r e a s u r e r and business manager f o r medical a f f a i r s , sent along the f o l l o w i n g 
message t o News & Notes readers: " I wish t o express my sincere g r a t i t u d e on 
behalf of myself and my f a m i l y t o a l l of my f r i e n d s and associates at Boston 
U n i v e r s i t y Medical Center who came t o our a i d as the r e s u l t of the f i r e t h a t 
destroyed our home on December 15. I n t h i s very d i f f i c u l t time i t was very 
heartwarming t o r e a l i z e t h a t so many people r e a l l y cared." 
